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May 5, 2011

Dr. Bob White, Executive Director/CEO

Georgia Baptist Convention

6405 Sugarloaf Parkway

Duluth, GA 30097

Dear Dr. White:

I am writing this letter to inform you of an action which was taken by the members of Abilene Baptist Church in

our regular business conference on May 4th. It is a letter that I never thought I would have to write but I find

that, at this time, it is necessary to inform you that our members desire to designate our funds around two

entities of the Southern Baptist Convention namely Southern Seminary and Southeastern Seminary. This action

is to be taken immediately. For all of my personal ministry, I have been a fully cooperating Georgia Baptist and

Southern Baptist Pastor. It has been my privilege to lead those churches of which I have been the pastor to give

more and more each year to the Cooperative Program. However, due to developing situations in our Southern

Baptist Convention, we feel it necessary to take the action we , as a church, have taken.

It is obvious that there is a movement, fostered by a few leaders, to take the SBC in directions which, I believe

will fracture us and, in reality is already doing so. The Great Commission Giving slot in the Cooperative Program

is nothing more than an avenue for people to give specifically where they desire instead of displaying our historic

cooperative spirit and it will bring back societal giving. This will harm the Cooperative Program in that it will

decrease the amount of monies going through the states and the national Executive Committee. The GCG slot

will eventually be used to promote certain things and sidestep the CP process. It is designed, I believe, for this

very purpose so that people can give to anything they desire and still get credit as a cooperating Southern Baptist

as long as it is given to an SBC cause. Societal giving is in full bloom again.

I have never had a problem with someone being of a certain theological persuasion. It is their privilege to believe

as they feel led but, I cannot support entities which have Calvinism as their agenda and are using it as a tool to

take the SBC into a theological model with which ninety-five percent of the people in the SBC disagree. The

leaders in charge will not listen to advice and they seem bent on being able to call the SBC a “reformed”

convention. Calvinism is not the issue with me but using our seminaries as a breeding ground for an “army” of

Calvinists with which to achieve their goals is something I cannot and will not support. Neither do we want any

of our monies going to help start Acts 29 churches. This model for a church is something that has adopted the

“spirit of this age” in order to be a success. Even though motions have been made at the annual convention

stating that we should have nothing to do with this approach or its leaders, certain leaders ignore the sentiments

of the messengers and seem determined to take the SBC into this model as well. Our stewardship of the funds

God places in our hands keeps us from aligning with such a model for churches.

Please know that we take this action with sadness in our hearts. When and if this problem is eradicated we will

once again share the funds the Lord gives to us with them. I want everyone who is made aware of our actions to

understand that this is something we feel we have been forced to do. It is certainly not something we simply

dreamed up but is a response to a position in which the people of the SBC have been put. We did not create the

situation but it has been foisted upon us and demands a response.

May God Bless You in Your Work,

Wm. F. Harrell, Pastor

Abilene Baptist Church
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